
BARRICADE HAZARDS,  
POST WARNING SIGNS

PREVENT 
FALLING OBJECTS

CATCH FALLING  
OBJECTS

On July 2, 2018, the new ANSI/ISEA 121-2018 standard for 
Dropped Objects Protection was approved by the American 
National Standards Association, better known as ANSI. This 
standard was initially prepared by the International Safety 
Equipment Association (ISEA), and passed earlier this year.

Why did ISEA issue this new standard? For decades, the leading 
causes of death on construction jobsites in the United States 
have been “falls” and “struck by object” incidents. Let’s take 
a closer look at this problem and how the new standard helps 
protect your crew.

Secure. Safe. Standard.
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Learn more at 3M.com/DroppedObjectsPrevention
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In 2015, there were… “ struck by falling object” 

OSHA recordable incidents 
in an average year    

That translates to an average of one 
injury caused by a dropped object  
for every 10 minutes on the job. 454
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Deaths  
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workers’ lives could have been saved with 
the right training and equipment
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The new ANSI/ISEA standard  
establishes minimum design,  
performance testing and labeling 
requirements for equipment  
solutions that reduce dropped  
object incidents.

OSHA also requires that if you work in an environment where you’re at risk of being 
hit by something that falls, you must do the following:

SECURE TOOLS  
AND MATERIALS
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Blueprints

Checklists Labels

Secure tools and materials 
to prevent them from  
falling on people below.

Barricade hazard areas  
and post warning signs. 

Use toe boards, screens  
on guardrails or scaffolds  
to prevent falling objects.

Use debris nets, catch plat-
forms or canopies to catch 
or deflect falling objects.

TOOL TETHERS –  
Tethers designed  
to connect tools  
to approved  
anchor points.

TOOL ATTACHMENTS –  
Attachment points designed  
to be field installed onto tools  
or equipment to provide  
appropriate connection  
points for tethering.

ANCHOR ATTACHMENTS –  
Attachment points designed 
to be field installed on struc-
tures, equipment or workers, 
to provide appropriate con-
nection points for tethering.

CONTAINERS  
AND BAGS – 
Devices designed 
to carry or transport 
tools and equipment 
to and from heights.

10 min. =  
1 injury

The new ANSI/ISEA 121-2018 Dropped Objects Protection Standard puts safety within reach.


